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ELCA Prayer Ventures 

These petitions – one for each day this week – are 
offered as a guide for your own prayer life as together 
we pray for the needs of the world and give thanks 
for the ministries of our church.  
 

Sunday, October 11 
It is not by living good lives that we inherit eternal life, 
but only by God’s love and mercy through Jesus 
Christ. We pray this good news fills us with joy and 
the desire to serve others with love and mercy. 
 

Monday, October 12  
We offer to God our prayerful songs, full of 
thanksgiving and stories of God’s wondrous deeds. 
 

Tuesday, October 13  
We pray this day for ELCA missionaries who serve in 
partner church seminaries around the world and ask 
God to bless their work of helping prepare and inspire 
new leaders for the church. 
 

Wednesday, October 14  
We pray for the United Church of Christ, a full 
communion partner, and for the continuing growth of 
our relationship as together we share the gospel and 
serve in the world. 
 

Thursday, October 15  
We ask God to guide and deepen the faith practices 
of individuals and congregations, especially the 
practices of invitation, prayer, study, worship, 
generosity, encouragement and service. 
 

Friday, October 16  
We remember in our prayers, with joy and hope, the 
first class of International Women Leaders pursuing 
higher education this fall with scholarships through 
The Campaign for the ELCA. 
 

Saturday, October 17  
Our prayers are filled with thanksgiving for Jesus 
Christ, our Savior, who took upon himself the pain 
and punishment of death we deserved and gave us 
the gift of new life – eternal life. 
- See more at: http://www.elca.org/Living-Lutheran/Prayer-
Ventures/2015/10/151005-Prayer-
Ventures#sthash.G2L7CZoi.dpuf 
 

 
Almost a billion people in the world face chronic hunger 
and malnutrition, while well over a billion face the health 
consequences of obesity. Millions more experience 
seasonal hunger and malnourishment, and poor diets high 
in cheap, processed foods are leading to a rise of non-
communicable diseases such as heart disease, intestinal 
cancers and type-3 diabetes. At the same time, between 
one-third and one-half of all food produced for human 
consumption is wasted, due to lack of storage and 
distribution infrastructure as well as through wasteful retail 
and consumer practices. 

These statistics provide glaring evidence of global inequity 
and the powerful interests that control our food production 
and distribution systems. Eradicating hunger and ensuring 
adequate nutrition is, in fact, not about increasing food 
production – the world currently produces enough food to 
feed double the current population. It is, however, about 
the rights of the small food producers – the majority of 
them women – who represent ninety per cent of all farms 
worldwide and who produce seventy per cent of the 
world’s food on less than a quarter of the world’s farmland. 
Their access to the resources they need for their livelihood 
and for their community, including land, water and seeds, 
is essential. 

In addition, climate change is increasingly undermining 
food security. The Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance (EAA) 
and other civil society organizations focusing on these 
issues are working to ensure that decisions taken within 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change to mitigate the impacts of climate change do not 
negatively impact global food security, the lives and 
livelihoods of smallholder food producers or increase 
competition for their lands. 

In its 2013 General Assembly, EAA organizations resolved 
to work together “on eradicating hunger, promoting 
adequate nutrition, and striving towards just and 
sustainable food systems, with a particular emphasis on 
sustainable agricultural practices and the situation of 
smallholder producers and their access to and control over 
natural resources such as land, water and seeds.” This 
campaign runs from 2014-2017. 

Reprinted from World Council of Churches website: 
http://www.oikoumene.org/en. Go there to check out how you 
can be more aware of hunger issues and find some ideas to 
make a difference. 

Churches’ 

Week of Action 
on Food 

October 11- 18 
 

http://www.oikoumene.org/en
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The Worship Schedule through November 

What are we doing and who is serving? (in case you’re wondering)    

Date Church Year Setting Musician Presider Preacher  Worship Team Leader 

10/11 Pentecost 20B (green) Now the Feast Annette O. Janeen S. Patricia N. Deb Sturgill 

10/18 Pentecost 21B (green) Folk Randy F. Janeen S. Janeen S. Kitty Turner 

10/25 Reformation Sunday (red) Now the Feast Annette O. Janeen S. Janeen S. Patricia Neve 

11/1 All Saints (white) Episcopal Annette O. Gretchen G. Gretchen G. Andy Carlson 

11/8 Pentecost 24B (green) Episcopal Annette O. Gretchen G. Patricia N. Deb Sturgill 

11/15 Pentecost 25B (green) folk Randy F. Janeen S. Janeen S. Kitty Turner 

11/22 Christ the King  (white) Now the Feast Annette O. Janeen S. Janeen S. Patricia Neve 

11/29 Advent 1C (blue) Special setting to be used all four weeks in Advent – more info to come! 

10 AM Monday Bible Study 

Books of Faith Series:  Gospel of Mark 
 

Schedule of Upcoming Sessions 

Oct 12 Session Four  Mark 9:2-13 

 What Does the Glory of God Look Like? 

Oct 19 Session Five Mark 9:33-37;10:13-16 

 Who Is the Greatest? 

Oct 26 Session Six  Mark 13:1-37 

 When Is the Ending the Beginning? 

Nov 2 NO SESSION  

Nov 9 Session Seven  Mark 15:22-39 

Were You There When They Crucified My Lord? 

Nov 16 Session Eight  Mark 16:1-8  

 Can the End Be Just a Beginning?........ 

…followed by end of study lunch together at a local 

restaurant – to be determined by participants! 

 

This Bible study can be joined on a week by week 

basis; please come when your schedule permits. 

On the calendar…. 

Birthdays 

October 18 ..................... RANDY FLEMETIS 
October 27 ..................... HEIDI BALE 
November 1 ................... DAN CEARNS 

Are we missing your birthday?  Please let us know and 
we will update our directory. 

Bible Study Monday, Oct. 12 at 10 AM 

AA Meetings Mondays and Fridays at 12 Noon 

Maranatha Estudio de la Biblia Tuesdays 7 PM 

Legacy Food Bank Open Wednesdays 2-5:30 PM 

Transition Team Friday, October 16 at 3 PM 

 

 Care Center and Alder House Worship 

First Lutheran Church will be leading worship at the 
Care Center in Raymond today at 2 PM and next 
Sunday, October 18, at Alder House in South Bend at 2 
PM. Please speak with Janeen Smith if you are 
available to participate and/or plan these outreach 
events. We’d especially like folks to help with singing. 

From the Cloud of Witnesses  

 

If you have a mind to enter into life, keep the commandments. If you have a mind to know the truth, believe in 
me. If you have a mind to be perfect, sell all you have. If you have a mind to become my follower, renounce 
yourself. If you have a mind to be exalted in heaven, make yourself humble on earth. I ask nothing more of you 
except that you should want to surrender yourself entirely to me. I do not care what you give me besides 
yourself, because I do not want your gifts, but you. Give yourself to me. I gave my whole body and my blood to 
feed you, so that I should be entirely yours, and you should be kept mine. 
—Thomas á Kempis 
 

[Thomas á Kempis, The Imitation of Christ, ed. Betty I. Knott (London: Collins, 1963), 203-204, 230.] 

 


